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“Wellsprings provides a safe, nurturing environment for women who were homeless or abused,
helping them to become independent, contributing members of our community.”

Wellsprings Village began its mission in 1988.
In 2005, the vision expanded to include the construction of the houses at
our current location. 2025 marked 20 years that the “Village” came to life. 



Wellsprings Village is
blessed to have committed
partnerships, funders, and
stakeholders that are truly
passionate about the
services that the program
provides to homeless
women. 

Without your help, we
would not be able to
provide these services to
women who need
assistance in our
community.

Last year, due to federal
funding changes,
Wellsprings Village was
unable to receive
government funding that
was previously awarded for
more than two decades! 

Lack of funding resources
impacted other
organizations as well,
reducing the number of
shelter beds and services
that were available in our
local continuum of care.

Wellsprings Village plays
an important role in our
community’s response to
serving the homeless by
filling in the gap that exists
when short term
emergency shelter stays
have ended. 

In 2025, The Coalition for the
Homeless for Houston/Harris
County reported 3,325 people
were experiencing
homelessness, and 39% of
those were women.

The women served by
Wellsprings Village in 2025
reduced the number of
unsheltered homeless women
and served 128 women,
providing 12,120 safe, stable
bed nights. 

Sixty-two women exited the
program, and 91% were
gainfully employed and
transitioned to independent
housing!

The generosity of our donors
was phenomenal and helped
us to maneuver through the
challenges that resulted from
those changes, allowing us to
provide the opportunities
needed for these women to
successfully change their lives
for the better.

This year Wellsprings Village
is partnering with The
Women’s Home Mabee
Whole Life Center to provide
an array of services to the
women in our program. 

Their state of the art facility
has employment readiness
services, skills training,
mental health counseling,
substance abuse services
and much more. 

Their program will also assist
with transporting our
women to and from their
location, when they
participate in their services. 

This is a great opportunity
for the women in the
program and a great
collaboration for Wellsprings
Village.

The achievements of the
past year and the promise of
this new collaboration show
what is possible when we all
are working together to
support the mission and
vision of Wellsprings Village. 

We are deeply grateful for
your support and look
forward to continued
success as we work together
in the months ahead.

A  W O R D  F R O M  O U R  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

   Valerie  Beckham



Great Times & Memories From 2025

1st Annual Beer Tasting 
September 30, 2025

Talyard Brewing Company - Sugarland, Texas 

15th Annual Founders Luncheon
March 31, 2025

Speaker, Michael Nichols, City of Houson
Housing & Community Development 



Lighting The Way - Wellsprings Village Annual Gala
November 22, 2025

 Wellsprings Humanitarian Award
Presented To Pat Libero Sims  (L) By Board

Vice President, Virginia Kazmierczak (R)

YourWWellsprings Program Graduate
                       Tendai Mwandiaparagraph text

Wellsprings Program Graduate
Sara Franco



Wellsprings Residents 
Bel Inizio 5K Run

Bel Inizio  is a nonprofit in Houston, that helps women
develop self confidence and life skills through fitness
and nutrition. Bel Inizio means “beautiful beginnings”
in Italian which is exactly what Wellsprings offers the
women it serves. Each year the women decide the
name of their team and the design for their shirts. 
This year was our third year partnering with Bel Inizio! 

The residents look forward to the Bel Inizio program
each year. Some of the staff participate in the fitness
routines that are held on campus. Together Everyone
Achieves More!

2026 5K
Team Star Steppers

2025 5K Run
Team Pretty Wings 

2024 5K Run
Team Women Helping Others 

United Way Board Fair 

Wellsprings participated in the Board Fair hosted by
United Way on April 8, 2026. The Board Fair gives
nonprofit organizations an opportunity to present
their programs and services to individuals that are
interested in board service. 

Sarah Morris, Board Member
Valerie Beckham, Executive Director



19  Annual Golf Tournament 2026 th

WINNING TEAM - TOLUNAY-WONG ENGINEERING

LUCKY RAFFLE WINNERS



O u r  L e g a c y

Through the courageous and passionate vision of Sister Rita Owens, O.P., and Sister Justin Farinella,
O.P. Wellsprings Village was born! For 38 years, the program has provided stable housing and
supportive services to unaccompanied women experiencing homelessness. Their goal was to create
an environment favorable to transformative life changes for women, guided by an established
mission:

“Wellsprings provides a safe, nurturing environment for women
who were homeless or abused, helping them to become independent,

contributing members of our community.”

T h e  W e l l s p r i n g s  S o l u t i o n

Wellsprings Village addresses the challenges of poverty and homelessness by first providing safe, stable
housing. Through basic life skills and supportive services, Wellsprings Village helps residents reshape
the trajectory of their lives. These services encourage the development of healthy coping strategies,
empowering residents to become productive, with the ability to live self-directed lives.

In 2025, Wellsprings Village provided over 12,000 bed nights
for 128 women experiencing homelessness.

2 0 2 5  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s

In 2025, Wellsprings Village provided more than 12,000 bed nights to 128 women who were
experiencing homelessness. Many faced significant barriers such as prior incarceration, mental illness,
and/or substance abuse, and were unable to access stability, safety, and critically needed services that
supported their progress toward becoming self-sustaining. Sixty two women exited the program in
2025 and 90% of them transitioned into their own independent living environments.

Transportation is an important supportive service for the residents. The Wellsprings van transports the
residents to nearby bus stops and other locations, providing over 3,600 van runs and 581 bus passes that
represented 1,162 Metro rides. Bus passes allowed the women to attend important appointments,
engage in employment readiness programs, search for employment, and travel to and from work after
becoming employed. In kind donations of household items and personal supplies received from our
volunteer groups totaled over $10,680.

Case management is provided by the Advocates to the residents and is instrumental in providing
linkage to services, along with much needed support and encouragement. Residents received over 850
case management sessions during the operating year.
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T h e  B o a r d

Wellsprings Village, Inc., has a twelve member governing board that is committed to the mission
established by our program founders. During 2025, the board’s membership consisted of the
following members: Carole Updyke (President), Virginia Kazmierczak (Vice President/Secretary),
William K. Rice (Treasurer), M. Theresa Baker, Charles Carmouche, Mary Ann Geist, Rhonda Gideon,
Mark Janik, Shobana Muratee, Sarah Austin-Morris, Gwendolyn Turner Juarez, and Cindy Keller
Picazo. 

Virtual Board meetings were held on the third Wednesday of each month at 12:30 p.m. The mailing
address for Wellsprings Village, Inc. is Post Office Box 311017, Houston, Texas 77231. 

O u r  R e s i d e n t s

Our resident population was diverse in background, culture, age, and race: African American,
Caucasian, Hispanic, and Multi-Racial.
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F u n d i n g

Wellsprings Village, Inc. was fortunate to receive funding from a variety of supporters who believe in our
mission. Support was received from the following sources: Individual Donors, Foundations, Fundraising
Events, Government Grants, Churches, Other Groups, and Corporations. Total revenue for 2025 was
$464,067, and total expenses were $641,447. The ending net assets for 2025 totaled $1,457,770.

O u r  T e a m

Wellsprings Village has a dedicated team who are committed to serving the women who are admitted
to the program. During 2025, the following full-time employees included: Valerie Beckham (Executive
Director), Erica Bennett (Advocate), Alvicher Willis (Advocate), Monique Douglas (Lead Resident
Technician), and Kayla Fisher (Resident Technician). The following part-time employees during 2025
included: Alicia Allen (Resident Technician), Carmen Brown (Overnight Technician), Charlotte Hypolite
(Resident Technician), Latrice Kelley (Resident Technician), Nirra Lockhart (Advocate), Kacy Mitchell
(Office Admin), Cheryl Pratts (Resident Coordinator), and Paterra Warren (Resident Technician), Carmen
Wright (Overnight Technician).

V o l u n t e e r s

Volunteers are vital to the success of the program. During the reporting period, Wellsprings benefited
from the support of 82 unduplicated volunteers who contributed a total of 1,327 service hours.
Volunteers played an integral role through board governance, fundraising efforts, special events and
financial contributions. They also supported residents by leading on campus activities that fostered
encouragement and connection, as well as sponsoring off campus empowerment workshops, concerts,
and other activities.
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Dear Friends & Supporters,

We hope this message finds you well. We are reaching out to you today with an urgent
appeal to consider giving a special gift to Wellsprings Village. As you may know, recent
funding cuts have greatly impacted nonprofits and organizations like ours all over the
world, and our need for support is great! Wellsprings Village has been a sanctuary and a
source of strength for over 4,000 women by providing temporary housing and essential
services.

Your generosity can help us continue this vital work, ensuring that we can offer hope and
stability to those who rely on our services. Every contribution, no matter the size, makes a
profound difference.

Take a moment to read the following excerpts from resident testimonials:

Lisa - I came to Wellsprings with nothing and had no idea how to start over. But with the
help of the staff, I was able to make steps towards getting my life back on track. I needed
help with so many things like getting a valid ID, replacing my social security card, applying
for food stamps, and getting a gold card. Wellsprings helped me to do all those things.

Linda – My family did not want me to come back home when I left treatment. I guess they
were tired of all the times I didn’t do the right thing. Wellsprings accepted me into the
program and helped me do the things I needed to do. After a year, my family started to see
the changes I was making. We have a better relationship now. The classes at Wellsprings
helped me too.

We are grateful for the vision of our courageous founders, Sr. Rita Owens, O.P., and Sr. Justin
Farinella, O.P., as we continue to carry out their dream for Wellsprings Village. On behalf of
our Board of Directors, Staff, and Residents, we sincerely thank you for your continued
support and belief in our mission.

With warm regards,

Valerie Beckham
Executive Director

OUR MISSION NEEDS YOU

(L-R) SR. RITA OWENS.O.P.
SR. JUSTIN FARINELLA, O.P.

HELP US KEEP THEIR DREAM ALIVE



DONORS

Individuals

Aarti Uzgare & Parul Fernandes
Adams, Dave
Adams, Lewis
Aiken, Robert
Akuechiama, Joseph & Ijeoma
Allee, John & Patricia
Ammel, Mike & Allison
Anderson, Daniel & Mary Lynne
Anyama, Augusta 
Aubin, T.L. & Katherine
Bach, Rosemary
Ballengee, Nancy and Richard
Batiste-Roberts, Gloria
Barber, Angeline
Barry, Thomas
Barta, Stephen & Mary Jo
Becerra, Mary
Beckham, Valerie A.
Beeman, Linda
Beissel, Richard & Pamela
Benton, Diane & Jim 
Bethancourt, Robert & Janice
Beverick, Tim
Blurton, Jerry & Nancy
Boneno, Roger & Venetia
Boudreaux, Philip
Brooks, Allen & Betty
Brown, Cheryl
Bruno, Kyle
Brzezinski, Ann
Bullock, Walburga
Burch, William & Linda 
Burrows, Tom 
Cameron, Sylvia
Candea, Richard C.
Carden, Cody
Carmouche, Charles & Marquita
Carr, Joan
Cashiola, Michelle
Chow, Michael & Deborah
Clay, Joe
Clemer, Mark C.
Cortez, Debra Ann
Cox, Caitlin & Joseph 
Cuevas, Javier & Molly
Daffin, Paul
Daffin, Margaret
Decell, Marilyn
Diamond, Mark & Patricia
Divine, Barbara and Gregor
Dunn, Christine 
Durio, Mark
Dziadul, Lucia
Egeland, JoAnn
Eichenberg, Aaron
Ellis, Ann
Farmer, J. W. & Mary
Filip, Beverly
Fontenot, Jean
Frankhouser, Betty
Fry, Jo Ann
Garmon, Jennifer
Geist, Mary Ann
Gibson, Abbie
Gillies, Patricia Walsh
Gilligan, James
Golemi, Anne
Gomez, Buddy & Maureen
Goodwin, Pauline
Grammens, Richard & Mary
Grant, Pamela
Graybill, Danielle Jo
Gregg, Dennis E
Green, Durwood
Grossman, James & Kathleen

Grotte, Jim
Grummulaitis, Paige
Gummattira, Rachel
Gutierrez, Orlando
Hagan, Alice
Hajdik, Barbara
Hall, Mary L.
Hargraves, W J and P A
Harlan, Bernice
Harris, Larry Dale
Harris, Michael & Sharon
Hayter, Donald & Dottie
Heller, Tim & Monica
Hermann, William & Mary Jean
Hietpas, Tim
Hill, Janet
Holm, Sarah
Hostak, Marietta
Hyland, Patsy
Ivers, Elizabeth
Jalomo, Augustino & Frances
Janco, Robert & Rita Mae
Janik, Mark 
Janik, Travis
January, John
Javier and Cassandra Cuevas
Johnson, Lisa
Joseph, Rev. Sunny P.
Juarez, Luis & Gwen
Junell, William 
Kaminski, Shirley
Kazmierczak, Gerald & Virginia
Kelly, Dan
Kelly, Evon 
Kelly, William & MaryLou
Kennedy, William & Elenor
Knight, Clayton
Koebelen, Chris
Lang, Thomas
Langford, Tom
Leal, Maria 
Levett, John
Loper, John & Lorraine
Loredo, Norma & Delfino
Luna, Debra
Mahoney, Thomas
Marshall, Leola Faye
Maus, Donald & Jacqueline
McKee, Rick & Barbara
Melton, W. T.
Merck, Tommy
Mock, George & Renee
Morelli, Jay
Morris, Phillip & Sarah
Mroczkowski, Kathleen
Ndomche, Leila
Novo, Charles & Sonja
O'Brien, Harry
Peralta, Elnora
Picazo, Cindy Keller
Pondell, Stephen & Patricia
Rice, William & Karen
Rickman, Betty
Sievers, Mark & Carolina
Silva, Eugene & Nancy
Simmonds, Brian
Smith, Joan
Smith, Joseph & Jane
Smith, Rachel & Phillip 
Sobocinski, Joan
Sodolak, Doris
Stulak, Nicholas & Sheila
Taylor, Susan
Thagard, Jerry
Thomas, Emily & Noel
Thompson, James

Thornton, Jimmy
Updyke, Carole
Victory, Donald & Joyce
Walden, Zack
Wallace, Jane
Wang, Eugene & Eileen
Watt, Bonnie
Weiner, Anita and Charles
Weitzman, Sergio & Carolina
Wheeler, Zach
Wilkinson, Sheila & George

Church Groups

Bluebonnet Deanery
Dominican Sisters of Houston Texas
Holy Family Church
Holy Family FRIENDS
St. Andrews Presbyterian Women
St. Anne Catholic Church
St. John Vianney Catholic Church
St. Laurence Catholic Church
St. Paul's Methodist Foundation of Houston
St. Peter & Paul Catholic Church

Corporations & Foundations

Allen Boone Humphries Robinson, LLP
Ameriprise Financial Advisors
Assessments of the Southwest, Inc.
BGE, Inc.
Blackline Engineering
Cadence Bank Foundation
CAF/ Charities Aid Foundation America
Centric Fiber
Chevron Matching Employee Funds
Cinoma
Copperfield's Books
Duchek Inc.
Hamman Foundation
Hildebrand Foundation
Hydro Clear Services, LLC
Inframark LLC
John P. McGovern Foundation
Komputer + Peripherals
Kroger
Marek Family Foundation.
Meta Planning + Design LLC
Oil & Gas Measurement Equipment INC.
Prosperity Bank
Quail Valley Automotive INC
Quiddity
Robert & Kay Onstead Foundation
Scanlan Foundation
Serna
Texas Mutual
The Harry S. & Isabel C. Cameron
Foundation
The Muller Law Group, PLLC
The R. H. & A. Q. Lawe Foundation
Tiras Wealth Management
Trinh Insurance Company



Wellsprings Village Inc.
P.O. Box 311017
Houston, Texas 77231
713-529-6559

@WellspringsVlg @WSpringsVillage @wellspringsvillageinc

Please scan the QR code to make a donation
and visit our social media platforms .

Save the Date

2026 Gala

Friday, November 6th 

Junior League of Houston

1811 Briar Oaks Lane
Houston, TX 77027

Stay tuned for more details!

Wellsprings Village Inc. 
Board of Directors

President
Carole Updyke

Vice President Secretary
Virginia Kazmierczak

Treasurer
William K. Rice

Board Members
M. Theresa W. Baker
Charles Carmouche

Rhonda Gideon
Mark Janik

Shobana Muratee
Sarah Austin-Morris
Cindy Keller Picazo

Gwendolyn Turner Juarez

Executive Director
Valerie Beckham

Wellsprings Village Inc. 
Advisory Board

Marilyn Arendt
Ann Ellis

Larry Harris
Mary Lou Kelly

George (Joe) Kurka, Jr.
Mike McGlothlin

Miriam Mitchell Meyers
Tim Nolz

Sonja Novo
Anna Stool
Al Vacek, Jr.

Sergio Weitzman


